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question.   Most of the affected sheep become progressively weaker and finally die of exhaustion.
If the losses occur in a section where the disease is known to exist, the diagnosis is much easier because of the natural suspicion. In the live sick animals a microscopic examination of the manure will often reveal the fluke eggs, but for practical purposes a post-mortem examination of the carcass is best. Kill a sick sheep and open the carcass. Remove and carefully examine the liver. Slice it in thin sections and keep a sharp watch for the leaf-like flukes. They are easily seen in the ducts of the liver. If watched intently they will be, seen to move. One farmer reported them as prune skins. The finding of the mature flukes in the liver will identify the disease positively.
Treatment
Liver-fluke disease is very difficult to treat. Oleoresin of male fern is often recommended in doses of % to 1% teaspoonsful, depending on the size of the sheep. Each dose is mixed with about 2% teaspoonsful of mineral oil and administered in the morning two or three hours before the animals are fed. Repeat the treatment every morning for three or four days.
Carbon tetrachloride in one-cubic-centimeter doses administered in capsule form is also suggested. The dose is given in the morning with no period of fasting. It is reported to be very efficient. Both of the treatments mentioned should be given by a competent veterinarian.
Control of liver-fluke disease
As soon as the disease is identified on a farm, all the animals thought to be infected should be butchered before they become a total loss. The badly infected ones should be destroyed and burned.
The manure from the infected flock should never be placed on low wet land. It is better not to use it at all, because it always contains innumerable fluke eggs.